
 

 

 ‘Get Ready’ School COVID-19 Vaccination Plan FAQ 
 
Superintendent Chris Reykdal of the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction and Kaiser Permanente 
are excited to announce, “Get Ready,” a large-scale school vaccination plan that will equitably and safely 
vaccinate eligible Washington educators and school staff this spring.  
 
What is the ‘Get Ready’ plan?   

• The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), in collaboration with Kaiser Permanente, 
is providing vaccination support to public preschool and K-12 public and private school 
communities across Washington state that need vaccination assistance.  

• School districts along the I-5 corridor, from Smokey Point to Southwest Washington, and Spokane 
are included in the initial plan. 

• OSPI is committed to expanding the reach of these plans into all areas of the state and welcomes 
collaboration from other health providers to meet additional needs in Central Washington.  

• With facilities conveniently located across the state, Kaiser Permanente is pleased to offer its 
medical and operational expertise statewide as a premier health care provider.  

• Kaiser Permanente will be dedicating significant resources to equitably vaccinate eligible school 
employees because we know that vaccines are a crucial step to getting our kids and educators back 
to school safely.  

• If school districts have made previous vaccination arrangements, there is no barrier to continuing 
with these plans. If a school district needs help, Kaiser Permanente will be there to support them in 
that process and lend a helping hand. 

• Kaiser Permanente will administer the vaccine through Kaiser Permanente owned and operated 
medical facilities, as well as partner with OSPI to establish school-based vaccination sites.  

• In coordination with OSPI, Kaiser Permanente will share resources with school employees through 
an online toolkit, including vaccination next steps, key information on the safe return to school, and 
more.  

 
Who will be eligible to receive vaccine distribution support under this partnership?  

• Kaiser Permanente, in collaboration with OSPI, is providing vaccination support to public preschool 
and K-12 public and private school communities across Washington state that need vaccination 
assistance.  

 
Will this plan mean that all school districts are required to use Kaiser Permanente as their vaccination 
supplier or can districts make other arrangements? Do individuals have to be a Kaiser Permanente 
member to participate in this program?  

• Districts will not be required to use Kaiser Permanente. The goal of this collaboration is to make 
sure that school staff and educators are set up for success to return to school safely. If school 
districts have made previous vaccination arrangements, they are welcome to continue with these 
plans. If a school district needs help, Kaiser Permanente will be there to support them in that 
process and lend a helping hand. 

• Eligible employees can also independently seek vaccination from their health care provider. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

• Eligible educators and school staff will have access to vaccines, regardless of insurance status or 
Kaiser Permanente membership, through Kaiser Permanente owned and operated medical 
facilities.  

• Kaiser Permanente will also partner with OSPI to set up school-based vaccination sites to vaccinate 
eligible employees. 

• In coordination with OSPI, Kaiser Permanente will share resources with school employees through 
an online toolkit, including vaccination next steps, key information on the safe return to school, and 
more.  

 
When are educators eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine?  

• Under current state guidance, school employees who meet the eligibility criteria in Phase 1B Tier 2 
can receive vaccinations once 50% of eligible Washingtonians in Phase 1B Tier 1 have been 
vaccinated.   

• Starting in Phase 1B Tier 2, Washington State Department of Health will allow vaccine providers 
flexibility for people eligible in Phase 1B Tiers 2 through 4, to allow for easier administration of the 
vaccine in congregate settings and help increase the rate of vaccination.  

• Most educators and staff will be eligible for vaccination as part of Phase 1B Tiers 2 through 4, which 
will likely open in spring 2021.  

• Educators and staff will also have access to an online toolkit, including vaccination next steps, key 
information on the safe return to school, and more.  

 
Will there be enough vaccine supply to vaccinate all school staff across the state?  

• We anticipate that manufacturing of the vaccine will ramp up in the coming weeks and months, 
which will allow us to vaccinate all those who are eligible.  

• Vaccine availability is ultimately dependent upon the number of vaccines the state receives.  
 
Can I get vaccinated if I live outside Western Washington or Spokane?  

• Yes, under this plan, Kaiser Permanente will administer the vaccine at our owned and operated 
medical facilities, as well as seeking to identity pop-up locations that are conveniently located to 
serve a large number of school employees, yet must also affords for the necessary social distancing 
and patient observation space required for safe and equitable vaccination. Additionally, school 
employees from areas outside of the Kaiser Permanente service area are welcome to travel to one 
of the sites where vaccinations will be offered.  

 
How will my personal health information be protected under this program?  

• As a health care provider, Kaiser Permanente Washington will take all proper steps to safeguard 
protected health information (PHI) and strictly follow all state reporting requirements.  

 


